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REMARKABLE  ADVENTURES 

OP 

JACKSON    JOHONNOT. 


THERE  is  feldom  a  more  difficult  talk  un^ 
dertaken  by  a  man,  than  the  a6l  of  writing  a 
narrative  of  a  perfon's  own  life  ; — efpecially 
where  the  incident  borders  on  the  marvellous. 
Prodigies  but  feldom  happen,  and  the  veracity 
of  relaters  of  them  is  flill  lefs  frequently  vouch- 
ed  for  ;  however,  as  the  difpenfations  of  prov- 
idence towards  me  have  been  too  ftriking  not 
to  make  a  deep  and  grateful  impreffion,  and  as 
the  principal  part  of  them  can  be  atteiled  to  by 
living  evidences,  I  fhall  proceed,  being  confident 
that  the  candid  reader  will  pardon  the  inaccu- 
racies  of  an  illiterate  foldier,and  that  the  tender- 
hearted will  drop  the  tear  of  fympathy  when 
they  realize  the  idea  of  the  fufFerings  of  fach 
of  our  unfortunate  country-folks  as  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  weftern  Indians,  vvhofe  tender 
mercies  are  cruelties. 

I  was  born  and  brought  up  at  Falmouth,  Caf- 
co  Bay,  where  1  refided  until  I  attained  to  the 
feventeenth  year  of  my  age.  My  parents  were 
poor,  the  farm  we  occupied,  fmall  and  hard  to 
cultivate,  their  family  large  and  expenfive,  and 
every  way  fitted  to  fpare  me  to  feek  a  feparate 


fortune  ;  at  leafl  th^fe  ideas  had  gained  fo  great 
an  afcendency  in  my  mind>  that  I  determined, 
with  the  confent  of  my  parents,  to  look  out  for 
a  mean  of  fupporting  myfelf. 

Having  fixed  on  the  matter  firmly,  I  took 
leave  of  my  friends  and  failed  the  firit  of  May, 
1791 5  on  board  a  coaiting  fchooner  for  Boilon. 
Being  arrived  in  this  capitol,  and  entirely  out 
of  employ,  I  had  many  uneafy  fenfations,  and 
more  than  once  lincerely  wiflied  myfelf  at  home 
with  my  parents  ;  however,  as  1  had  fet  out  on 
an  important  defign,  and  as  yet  met  with  no 
misfortune,  pride  kept  me  from  this  act,  v/hile 
neceiliiy  urged  me  to  fix  fpeedily  on  feme  mode 
of  obtaining  a  livelihood. 

My  mind  was  fevereiy  agitated  on  this  fub. 
je6t  one  morning,  when  a  young  officer  cama 
into  my  room,  and  foon  entered  into  converfa- 
tion  on  the  pleafures  of  a  military  life,  the  great 
chance  there  was  for  an  a<5live  young  man  to 
obtain  promotion,  and  the  grand  profpecl  open* 
ing  for  making  great  fortunes  in  the  weilera 
country.  His  artifi-ce  had  the  deiired  effe^l,  for 
after  treating  me  with  a  bowl  or  two  of  punch, 
I  enliiled,  with  a  firm  promiie  on  his  fide  to  af. 
iiil  me  in  obtaining  a  fergeant*s  warrant  before 
the  party  left  Boilon. 

iin  entire  new  fcene  now  opened  before  me  ; 
inilead  of  becoming  a  fergeant  1  was  treated  fe- 
vereiy for  my  ignorance  in  a  matter  I  had  till 
then  fcarcely  thought  of,  and  infultingly  ridi- 
culed for  remonftrating  againft  the  conducl  of 
the  officer    1  fuffered  great  uneafmefs  on  tiide 


and  other  ac<:ounts,  of  a  limilar  kind,  for  fome 
time  ;  at  length,  convinced  of  the  futility  of 
complaint,  I  applied  myfelf  to  ftudy  the  exer- 
cife,  and  in  a  few  days  became  tolerable  expert. 
The  beginning  of  July  we  left  Bofton,  and  pro. 
ceeded  on  our  way  to  join  the  weilern  army. 
"When  we  arrived  at  Fort  Waihingfon  I  was 
ordered  to  join  Capt.  Phelon's  company,  and  ia 
a  few  days  fet  out  on  the  expedition  under 
Gen.  Harmar.  Thofe  alone  who  have  experi- 
enced  can  tell  what  hardftiips  men  undergo  in 
fa ch  excuriions.  Hunger,  fatigue  and  tt)il  were 
our  conftant  attendants  ;  however,  as  our  ex- 
pedations  were  raifed  with  the  idea  of  eafy 
conqueft,  rich  plunder,  and  line  arms  in  the 
end,  we  made  a  fhift  to  be  tolerable  merry.— 
For  my  own  part,  I  had  obtained  a  fergeancy, 
and  flattered  myfelf  I  was  in  the  dired  road  to 
honor,  fame  and  fortune.  Alas  1  how  flu6lu- 
ating  are  the  fcenes  of  lite  1  how  iingularly  pre- 
carious the  fortune  of  a  foldier  1  Before  a  iin- 
gle  opportunity  prefented  in  which  I  could 
have  a  chance  to  fignalize  myfelf,  it  was  my 
lot  to  be  taken  in  an  ambufcade,  by  a  party  uf 
Kickappo  Indians,  and  with  ten  others  con- 
ftrained  to  experience  fcenes,  in  comparifon  of 
which  our  former  diftreffes  funk  into  nothing. 
We  were  taken  on  the  bank  of  the  VVabafh  and 
immediately  conveyed  to  the  upper  Miami,  at 
leaft  fuch  of  us  as  furvived.  The  fecond  day 
after  we  were  taken  one  of  my  companions,  by 
the  name  of  George  Aikins,  a  native  of  Ireland^ 
became  fo  faint  with  hunger  and  fatigue  th^ 
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he  could  proceed  no  further.  A  fhort  council 
was  immediately  held  among  the  Indians  who 
gu  ita  us,  the  refult  of  which 'was  that  he 
iliould  be  put  to  death.  This  was  no  fooneir 
determined  on  than  a  fcene  of  torture  began. 
The  capt,  of  the  guard  approached  the  wretch- 
ed vidim,  who  lay  bound  on  the  ground,  and 
with  his  knife  made  a  circular  incilion  on  the 
fcull  ;  two  others  immediately  pulled  off  the 
fcalp  ;  after  this  they  each  of  them  ftruck  him 
on  the  head  with  their  tomahawks  :  they  then 
ilripped  him  naked,  ilabbed  him  with  their 
knives  in  every  feniitive  part  of  the  body,  and 
left  him,  weltering  in  blood,  though  not  quite 
dead,  a  wretched  vidim  to  Indian  rage  and 
hellilh  barbarity. 

We  were  eight  days  on  our  march  to  the  up- 
per Miami,  during  which  painful  travel  no  pen 
can  defcribe  our  fufferings  from  hunger,  thirft, 
and  toil.  We  were  met  at  the  entrance  of  the 
town  by  above  five  hundred  Indians,  befides 
fquaws  and  children,  who  were  apprized  of  our 
approach  by  a  moft  hideous  yelling  made  by 
our  guard,  and  anfwered  repeatedly  from  the 
viilage.  Here  jwe  were  all  feverely  beaten  by 
the  Indians,  and  four  of  our  number,  viz.  James 
Durgee,  of  Concord,  Samuel  Forfythe,  of  Bev- 
erly, Robert  Deloy  of  Marblehead,  and  Uzza 
Benton,  of  Salem,  who  all  fainted  under  their 
heavy  trials,  were  immediately  fcalped  and 
tomahawked  in  our  prefence,  aad  tortured  to 
death  with  every  affliction  of  oiifery  that  In* 
4iaii  ingeuuity  could  invea?| 


It  was  the  fourth  of  Auguft  when  we  were 
taken,  and  our  unhappy  conapanions  were  maf- 
facred  the  thirteenth.  News  was  that  day  re- 
ceived of  the  deftru^lion  at  L^Aoguille,  &c.  by 
Gen.  Harmar.  Numbers  of  fcalps  were  exhib- 
ited by  the  warriors,  and  feveral  prifoners,  a- 
mong  whom  were  three  women  and  fix  chil- 
dren, carried  through  the  village,  dtiHned  to  a 
KickappQ  fettlement  further  weftward.  The 
fifteenth  of  Auguft  four  more  of  my  fellow 
prifoners,  viz.  Lemuel  Saunders,  of  Boilon, 
Thomas  Tharp,  of  Dorchefter,  Vincent  Upham, 
of  Miftick,  and  Yuunglove  Croxal,  of  Abing- 
ton,  were  taken  from  us  ;  but  whether  they 
were  maffacred  or  preferved  alive,  I  am  unable 
to  fay.  After  this  nothing  material  occurr^^d 
for  a  fortnight,  except  that  we  were  feveral 
times  feverally  whipped  on  the  receipt  of  bad 
news,  and  our  allowance  of  proyiiions  leffened, 
fo  that  we  were  apprehenfive  of  (larving  to 
death,  if  we  did  not  fall  an  immediate  facrifice 
to  the  fire  or  tomahawk  j  but  heaven  had  oth- 
erwife  decreed. 

On  the  night  following  the  thirtieth  of  Au- 
guft, our  guard,  which  confided  of  four  Indians, 
tired  out  with  watching,  laid  down  to  fleep, 
leaving  only  an  old  fquaw  to  attend  us.  Prov- 
idence fo  ordered  that  my  companion  had,  by 
fome  means,  got  one  of  his  hands  at  liberty  ;— 
and,  having  a  knife  in  his  pocket,  foon  cut  the 
withes  that  bound  his  feet,  and  that  which  pin- 
ioned my  arms,  unperceived  by  the  old  fquaw, 
who  fat  in  a  drowfy  pofition,  not  fufpefting 
humf  over  a  fiuail  fire  ia  the  wigwam* 
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I  ruminated  but  a  few  moments  on  our  fitu- 
ation.  There  was  no  weapon  near  us,  except 
my  companion's  knife,  which  he  itill  held*  I 
looked  on  him  to  make  him  obferve  me,  and 
the  fame  inftant  fprung  and  grafped  the  fquaw 
hy  the  throat  to  prevent  her  making  a  noife, 
and  my  comrade  in  a  moment  cut  her  throat 
from  ear  to  ear,  down  to  the  neck  bone.  He 
then  feized  a  tomahawk,  and  myfelf  a  rifle,  and 
ilriking  at  the  fime  inftant,  difpatched  two  of 
our  enemies.  The  found  of  thefe  blows  awak- 
ened the  others,  but  before  they  had  time  to 
rife,  we  renewed  our  ftrokes  on  them,  and  luck- 
ily to  (o  good  effect  as  to  ftun  them,  and  then 
repeating  the  blow,  we  funk  a  tomahawk  in 
each  of  their  heads,  armed  ourfelves  complete- 
ly, and  taking  what  provifions  the  wigwam  af- 
forded, we  committed  ourfelves  to  the  protec- 
tion of  providence,  and  made  the  beft  of  our 
way  into  the  wildernefs. 

The  compafs  of  a  volume  would  fcarce  con- 
tain the  events  of  our  progrefs  through  the  wil- 
dernefs ;  but  as  they  were  uninterefling  to  any 
but  us,  I  {hall  only  obferve  generally,  that  the 
difhculties  of  the  journey  were  too  great  to 
have  been  endured  by  any  who  had  lefs  intereil- 
than  life  at  ftake,  or  a  lefs  terrible  enemy  than 
Indians  to  fear.  Plunger,  thirft  and  fatigue 
were  our  conftant  companions,  and  of  a  truth 
we  could  declare  the  wearifome  nights  were  ap- 
pointed unto  us.  We  travelled  hard  day  and 
night,  except  the  few  hours  abfolutely  requifite 
for  repofe,  that  nature  might  toot  fink  under 
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her  ©ppreflion,   at  v/hich  period  one  conftantly 
watched  while  the  other  flept.  In  tl^ls  tirefome 
..mode  we  proceeded  until  the  fifteenth  of  Scp- 
*ttniber,  having  often  to  fhift  our  diredion  on 
account  of  impaflable  begs,  deep  moraffes,  and 
hideous  precipices,  without  meeting  any  adven« 
ture  worthy  note.     On  the  morning  of  the  fif- 
teenth,   as  we   were  {leering  nearly  a  north 
courfe  in  order  to  avoid  a  bog  that  intercepted 
our  courfe  S.  E.   we  found  the  bodies  of  one 
old  man,   a  woman,   and  two  children,  newly 
murdered,  ilript  and  fcalped     This  horrid  fpec- 
tacle  chilled  our  blood.  We  viewed  the  wretch- 
ed  viciims,   and  from  what  we  could  collccl 
from  circumflances,  we  concluded  thit  they  had 
been  dragged  away  from  their  homes,  and  their 
feet  being  worn  out,  had  been  murdered  inhu- 
r^'\n!J-^i  and  left  weltering  in  their  blood.     We 
were  at^^a  great  lofs  now  to  determine  what 
courfe  to  fleer.     At  length  we  pitched  on  a  di- 
redion  about  north- weft,  and  walked  on  as  fall 
as  poffible,  to  efcape  the  favages,  if  practicable. 
About  noon  this  day  we  came  to  a  good  fpring, 
which  was  a  great  relief  to  us  ;  but  which  we 
had  great  reafon  a  few  minutes  after  to  believe 
would  be  the  laft  of  our  earthly  comforts.    My 
companion,   Richard  Sackvihe,  a  corporal,  of 
Capt.  Newmar/s^ttjmpany,   ftepping  alide  into 
the  thicket  on  fonae  occafiun,  and  returned  with 
the  account  that  a  few  rods  diilant  he  had  dif- 
covered  four  Indians  with  two  milerable  wretch- 
es bound,  fitting  under  a  tree  eating  ;  and  that 
if  I  would  join  him,  he  would  either  relieve 
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the  captives,  or  periOi  in  the  attempt.  The  ref- 
olution  tX'  my  worthy  comrade  pleafed  me 
greatly,  and  as  ro  time  was  to  be  loft,  we  fat 
immediately  about  the  execution  of  our  defigB? 
Sackville  took  the  lead,  and  conduced  me  un- 
difcovered  within  fifty  yards  of  the  Indians  :— 
Two  of  them  were  laid  down,  with  their  muf* 
kets  in  their  arms,  and  appeared  to  be  aileep  : 
the  other  two  fat  at  the  head  of  the  prifoners, 
their  muikets  refling  againft  their  left  fhoul- 
ders,  and  in  their  right  hands  each  of  them  a 
tomahawk,  over  the  heads  of  their  prifoners. 
We  each  chofe  our  man  to  fire  at,  and  taking 
^aim  deliberately,  had  the  fatisfadion  to  fee 
them  both  fall.  The  ethers  inftantly  ilarted 
^nd  feeming  at  a  lofs  to  determine  from  w^hence 
the  alfault  was  made,  fell  on  their  bellies  and 
looked  carefully  around  to  difcover  tf.^^  h^ft: 
courfe  to  take  ;  meantime  we  had  .recharged, 
and  fhifting  our  poiition  a  little,  impatiently 
■waiting  their  rifmg.  In  a  minute  they  railed 
on  their  hands  and  knees,  and  having,  as  we 
fuppofed,  dilcovered  the  fmoke  of  our  guns  rif- 
ing  above  the  buihes,  attempted  to  crawl  into 
a  thicket  on  the  oppolite  fide.  This  gave  us  a 
good  chance,  and  we  again  fired  at  different 
men,  and  with  fuch  effed  that  we  brought 
them  both  doAvn.  One  'iuf  '  motionlefs,  the 
other  crawled  along  a  few  yards :  we  loaded  in 
an  inftant  and  rufhed  towards  him,  yet  keeping 
an  eye  on  him,  as  he  had  reached  his  comrade's 
gun,  and  fat  upright  in  a  pofture  of  defence.-— 
By  <?ur  noife  in  the  bufhes  he  difcovered  the 
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direction  to  fire :  alas !  too  fatally,  for  by  Tii^ 
fatal  fhot  I  loft  my  comrade  and  friend  Sack- 
ville.  At  this  moment  the  two  prifoners,  who 
were  clofe  pinioned,  endeavored  to  make  thei|r 
efcape  towards  me,  but  the  defper^te  favage  a- 
gain  fired,  and  fliot  one  of  them  dead  ;  the  oth« 
er  gained  the  thicket  within  a  few  yards  of  me. 
I  had  now  once  more  got  ready  to  fire,  and  dif- 
charged  at  the  wounded  Indian.  At  this  dif- 
charge  I  wounded  him  in  the  neck,  fronti 
whence  1  perceived  the  blood  to  flow  fwiftly, 
but  he  yet  undauntedly  kept  his  feat,  sind  hav- 
ing new  charged  his  guns,  fired  upon  us  with 
them  both,  and  then  fell,  ieemingly  from  faint- 
nefs  and  lofs  of  blood.  I  ran  inftantly  to  th^ 
pinioned  w^hite  man,  and  having  unbound  his 
arms  and  armed  him  with  the  unfortunate 
Sackvi)le*s  mufket,  we  cautioufly  approachtd  a 
few  yards  nearer  the  wounded  Indian,  when  I 
ordered  my  new  comrade  to  fire,  and  we* could 
perceive  the  Ihot  took  efFedl,  yet  the  favage  lay 
niotionlefs.  As  foon  as  my  companion  had  re- 
loaded we  approached  the  Indian,  whom  wa 
found  not  quite  dead,  and  a  tomahawk  in  each 
hand,  which  he  flourilhed  at  us,  feemingly  deter- 
mined not  to  be  taken  alive.  I  felt  for  my  owa 
part  determined  to  take  him  alive  if  poiJible, 
but  my  new  comrade  prevented  me  by  Ihoot- 
ing  him  through  the  body.  I  now  enquired  of 
my  new  companion  what  courfe  we  ought  to 
fteer,  and  whence  the  party  came,  from  whofe 
power  I  had  relieved  him.  He  informed  me 
with  refped  to  the  courfe,  which  we  wmedi- 
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ately  took,  anrl  on  the  way  I^t  me  know  tlia't 
Wf  were  within  a^out  three  days  niarch  ot  Fort 
Jefl^^rf  )n  ;  that  he  and  three  oth  rs  were  taken 
by  a  party  of  ten  Wabafh  Indians,  four  days  be. 
fore,  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  tort  : — that 
two  of  his  companions  being  wounded  were 
immediatt^ly  fcalped  and  killed  : — that  the  party 
at  the  time  of  taking  him  had  in  their  pofltff. 
ion  feven  other  prifoners,  three  of  whom  w-re 
committed  to  the  charge  of  a  party  of  four  In- 
dians : — what  became  of  them  he  knew  not  :— 
the  others,being  worn  down  with  fatigue,were 
iBaffacrtd  the  day  before,  and  which  I  found  to 
be  thofe  whofe  bodies  poor  Sackville  difcover- 
ed  in  the  thicket  : — that  the  other  two  Indians 
were  gone  towards  the  fettlements  ;  having 
fworn  to  kill  certain  perfons,  whofe  names  he 
had  forgotten  ;  and  that  dellrudion  feemed  to 
be  their  whole  drift. 

'  My  comrade,  whofe  name,  on  enquiry,  I 
found  to  be  Gregory  Sexton,  former!)/  a  reli- 
dent  of  Newport,  Rhoae-Iiland,  I  found  to  be 
an  excellent  woodfman,  and  a  man  of  great  fpir- 
it,  and  fo  grateful  for  the  deliverence  I  had  been 
inilrumental  in  obtaining  for  him,  that  he 
would  not  fufFer  me  to  watch  for  him  to  fleep 
but  one  hour  in  four-and  twenty,  although  he 
was  fo  fatigued  as  to  have  abfoiute  need  of  a 
much  greater  proportion  ;  neither  would  per- 
mit me  to  carry  any  of  our  baggage. 

From  the  time  of  being  joined  by  Sexton, 
we  fleered  a  fouth-eaft  courfe,  as  dired  as  pof- 
fible,  until  the  eighteenth,  towards  night — di^ 
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fcfting  our  courfe  by  the  fun  and  the  fnofs  f^p 
the  trees  by  day,  and  the  moon  by  night.  O^ 
the  evening  of  the  eighteenth,  we  providential- 
ly fell  in  with  an  American  Icouting  party,  who 
conduced  us  fafely,  in  a  few  hour*  to  FortJef- 
ff  rfon,  where  we  were  treated  with  great  hu« 
manity,  and  fupplied  with  the  beft  refrefiiments 
the  fort  afforded,  which  to  me  was  very  ac- 
ceptable, as  I  had  not  tafted  any  thing  except 
wild  berries  and  ground-nuts  for  above  a  week. 

The  week  after  Our  arrival  at  FortJefFcrfon, 
I  was  able  to  return  to  my  duty  in  my  own 
regiment,  which  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  join- 
ed the  army  on  an  expedition  againft  the  In- 
dians of  the  Miami  village,  the  place  in  which 
I  had  fuffered  fo  much,  and  fo  recently,  and 
where  I  had  beheld  fo  many  cruelties  perpetrat- 
ed on  unfortunate  Americans,  It  is  ealier  to 
conceive  than  defcribe  the  pertubation  of  my 
mind  on  this  occafion.  The  riik  1  ihould  run 
in  common  with  my  fellow  foldiers  feemed 
heightened  by  the  certainty  of  torture  that  a- 
waited  me  in  cafe  of  being  captured  by  the  fav- 
ages.  However,  thefe  reliedlions  only  occaiion- 
ed  a  firm  refolution  of' doing  my  duty  vigilant- 
ly, and  felling  my  life  in  a(5lion  as  dear  as  pofli- 
ble,  but  by  no  means  to  be  taken  ^live  if  I  couid 
evade  it  by  any  exertion  fliort  of  fuicide. 

My  captain  fhewed  me  every  kindnefs  in  his 
power  on  the  march,  indulged  me  with  a  horfe 
as  often  as  poilible,  and  promifed  to  ufe  his  in- 
fluence to  obtain  a  commifiion  for  me,  if  I  ccn- 
ducled  well  the  prtfent  expedition.     Popr  geor^ 
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tkinan  !  little  did  he  think  he  was  foon  to  ex* 
pire  gallantly  fighting  the  battles  of  his  coun- 
try  !  I  hailen  now  to  the  mofl  interefling  part 
of  my  fhort  narrative  ;  the  defcription  of  Gen. 
St.  Clair's  defeat,  and  the  fcenes  which  fucce^d- 
ed  it. 

On  the  third  of  Noven:>ber  we  arrived  with- 
in a  few  miles  of  the  Miami  village.  Our  ar- 
my confifted  of  about  ]  '2.00  regular  troops,  and 
nearly  an  equal  number  jof  militia.  The  night 
of  the  third,  having  reafon  to  expe<5l  an  attack, 
we  were  ordered  under  arms,  about  midnight, 
and  kept  in  order  until  juft  before  day  lights 
at  which  time,  our  fcouts  having  been  fent  out 
i^  vavious  diredions,  ard  no" enemy  difcovered, 
v/e  were  difmiiled  TiTom  the  parade  to  take 
fbme  refreflriment.  The  men  ip  general,  alnoft 
worn  out  with  fatigue,  had  thrown  themfelves 
down  to  repofe  a  little.  But  their  red  was  of 
Ihort  duration  ;  for  before  funrife  the  Indians 
began  a  defperate  attack  upon  the  militia, which 
foon  threw  them  into  dilbrder,  and  forced 
them  to  retire  before  them  precipitately  into  the 
very  heart  of  our  camp. 

Good  God!  what  were  my  feelings  when 
ftarting  from  my  flumbers  1  heard  the  moil  tre- 
mendous firing  ail  around,  with  yellings,  hor- 
rid whoopings  and  expiring  groans  in  dreadful 
difcord  founding  in  my  ear^.  I  ft  ized  my  arms, 
ran  out  of  my  tent  with  feveral  of  my' com- 
rades, and  faw  the  Indians  with  their  bloody 
tomahawks  and  murderous  knives  butchering 
the  fl)'ing  aiilitia.     I  fled  tov/ards  them  filled 
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\-^il:h  defpara'ion   diicharged  my  firelock  among^ 
thenivand  had  the  fatisfadion  to  fee  one  of  th« 
tawny  fa  V ages  fall,  whofe  tomahawk  was  that 
inOant  elevated  to  ftrike  a  gallant  officer,  who 
•^'as  then  eng.^ged  fword  in  handf  with  a  favage 
ia  front.     My  example,  I  had  reafon  to  think, 
animated  my  coaipanions.     Oar  company  now 
reached  che  ^■lace'wc  occupied,   and  aided  by 
the  regulars  of  other  companies  and  regiments, 
v^ho  joined  us  indiicriminritely,  we   drove  the 
Indiar^s  back  into  the  buHi.  and  foon  after  form- 
ed in  tolerable  order,   under  as  gallant  com- 
manders as  ever  died  in  defence  of  America.— 
The  firing  ceafcd  for  a  few  minutes,  but  it  was 
like  th;  interval  of  a  tornado,  calculated  by  an 
inilantaneou:^,    dreadful  reverfe,   to  ilrike  the 
deeper  horror.     In   one  and  the  fame  minute 
feemiGgly,    the  nioil  deadly  and  heavy  firing 
took  place  on  every  part  of  our  camp.     The  ar. 
my,  expofed  to  the  fhot  of  the  enemy,  deliver- 
ed from  the  ground,   fell  on  every  iide,    and 
drenched  the  plains  with  blood,  w^hile  the  dlf- 
charge  from  our  troops,  directed  aimofl  at  ran- 
dom,   I  am  fearful,    did  but  little  execution.-^ 
Orders  were   now  given  to  charge  with  bayo- 
nets.    We  obeyed  with  alacrity.     A  dreadful 
fwarm  of  tawny  favages  rofe  from  the  ground 
and  fl  d  before  us— l)ut  al:i-  !  our  officers,  ren- 
dered conflncuous  by  their  exertions  to  flimti- 
late  the  men,  became  vidims  to  favage  ingonu- 
ity,  and  fell  fo  fail:,  in  common  with  the  reil:, 
that  fcarce  a  (hot  appeared  as  fl:>ent  in  vain.-— 
Advantages  gained  by  the  bayonet^   were  by 


40s  means,  and  want  of  due  fupport,  loll  again, 
and  our  little  corps  obliged  in  turn,  repeatedly 
to  give  way  before  the  Indians.  We  were  bow 
reduced  to  lefs  than  half  our  original  number 
of  regular  troops,  and  lefs  than  one  fourth  part 
of  our  ciRcers— our  horfes  all  killed  or  taken, 
our  artillery-men  all  cut  off,  and  the  pieces  ia 
the  enemy's  hands.  In  this  dreadful  dilemma 
we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  attempt  a  retreat, 
^'hich  foon  became  a  flight — and  for  feveral 
miles,  amidil  the  yells  of  Indians,  more  dread- 
ful to  my  ears  than  fcreams  of  damned  fiend* 
to  my  ideas,  amidil  the  groans  of  dying  men^ 
and  ihe  dreadful  fight  of  bloody  mafi'acres  oa 
every  iide,  perpetrated  by  the  Indian^  on  the 
unfortunate  creatures  they  overtook,  I  endured 
a  degree  of  torture  no  tongue  can  defcribe,  or 
heart  conceive  ;  yet  I  providentially  efcaped 
unhurt,  and  frequently  diicharged  my  mu&.et^ 
I  tm  perfuaded  to  efFf<5l» 

Providence  was  pleafcd  to  fuftain  my  fpirits 
and  preferve  my  ftrength,  and  although  I  had 
been  fo  far  fpent  previous  to  fetting  out  on  the 
expedition,  as  to  be  unable  to  go  upon  fatigue 
for  feveral  days,  or  even  to  bear  a  moderate  de* 
gree  of  exercUe,!  reached  Fort  Jefferfon  the  day 
after  the  adion,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, having  travelled  on  foot  all  night  to  ef- 
fed:  it 

Thus  have  I  made  the  reader  acquainted  witk 
the  mod  interefting  fcenes  of  my  life.  Many 
of  them  are  extraordinary — fome  of  them  per* 
faaps  incredible«^ut  all  ot  them  foundM  'm 
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fa(S:,  which  can  be  attefted  by  numbers.     G'in, 
St.  Clair,  ia  confeqaence  of  my  furFerings,  and 
what  he  and  ether*  were  pleafed  to  call  fjldier- 
like  exertions^   prefented  me  with  an  Enu^a's 
comnaiiTiorii  on  joining  the  remains  of  my  old 
company,  in  which  ftation  I  mean  to  forve  my 
country  again,  as  far  as  my  Header  abilities  will 
permit— -trailing  that  the  fame  kind  proteding 
providence,    which   hath  covered  my  head  ia 
the  day  of  battle,  and(h].?lded   me   repeatediy 
in  the  hour  of  danger,  wiii  dlfpofe  of  me  a*  to 
infinite  wifdom  feems  bed  ;— and  if  I  die  in  the 
caufe  of  my  country,  may  the  remembrance  of 
my  fufrerings,  efcapes,  perfeverance  throUi,^h  di- 
vine  fupport,    and  repeated   mercies  received, 
kindle  a  flame  of  heroifm  in  iLo  bread  of  many 
an  American  youth,  and  induce  him,   while  he 
reads  the  fufFerings  of  his  unfortunate  Cf)untry. 
^-.cn,  to  exert  himfelf  to  defend  the  worrhy^  in- 
habitants on  the  frontiers  from  the  depredad -155 
of  favages — whofe  horrid  mode  of  war  is  .»  feet  a 

to  be  deprecated  by  civilized   nature i  )1> 

tender  mercies  are  cruelties-— md,  w'u)C.-  .latk 
15  by  no  mean?  to  be  depended  on,  thj  i  \ 
pledged  in  the  moft  {^jlemn  treaties. 

The  reader  will  now  permit  me  to  clof  a 
Ih  irt,  but,  to  me,  extremely  interefting  na  a- 
tive,  with  a  few  lines,  cornpofed  a:>  :x  fgng,  by 
liiy  worthy  comrade,  Sackviile. 
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SONG.  ^ 

[To  the  hme  o/"-— '•  Liberty  Tree."3 

AMERICANS,  rise  at  the  voice  of  distress, 

'Tis  virtue  to  succor  the  brave  ; 
The  force  of  y*ur  arms  distant  realms  shall  confess, 

Joia'd  with  those  whom  your  valor  may  save. 

Savage  nations  shall  learn  by  your  conduct  to  rise 
•    Above  their  uotraetable  state ; 
Drop  their  customs  of  malice  and  learn  from  the  wise 
To  be  civilized,  gentls,  and  great. 

:3ut  those  who  presume  agaiast  reason  and  rights 

To  spread  terror,  destruction,  and  hre ; 
Bhall  perceive  the  advantage  of  art  in  the  fight^ 
Shall  be  taught  real  worth  to  admire. 

The  wilderness  then  shall  bloom  forth  as  the  rose^ 

Tall  forests  give  place  to  rich  grain ; 
While  unity,  peace,  and  contentment  disclose 

Their  beauties  to  crown  the  domain. 

The  native,  delighted— securM  in  his  claim. 

And  instructed  to  stick  to  his  wbrd ; 
Shall  abandon  the  tomahawk,  ari-ow,  and  flamej 

And  the  hoe  shall  take  place  of  the  sword. 

Onr  Eagle  shall  then  his  wide  pinions  estend^ 

To  the  ocean  that  rolls  in  the  west ; 
Oppression  and  discord  be  brought  to  an  ett^* 

iuid  tli«i  wo;I4  be  perjojitted  to  c«stt 


AMERICAN  HEROISM. 


THE  following  traits  of  chara{5ler  in  the  Armf^ 
ican  Tar,  fo  confpicuoufly  difplayed  in  our 
late  war  with  England,  are  thcught  worthy 
of  being  fubjoined  to  the  preceding  narrative. 

The  unparalleJed  defence  of  thf*  ElTex,  conli^er- 
ed  as  the  combini»d  achievment  of  her  offi- 
cers and  crew,  is  already  known  to  our  coun- 
try and  the  world.  But  of  the  details  of  that 
wonderful  example  of  American  heroifin  and 
gallantly,  none  except  thofe  who  witneffed 
them  can  have  any  conception.  The  following 
is  derived  from  a  fource  which  precludes  all 
doubt  as  to  its  critical  vwity. 

DANIEL  GLASGOW  FARRAGUT— a 
saiidfhipman  on  board  the  ElTex,'' thirteen  years 
of  age,  was  knocked  dowa  by  a  fpHnter  which 
ftruck  him  on  the  thigh,  and  difablcd  him  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  action.  While  fup- 
porting  himfflf  by  the  railing  which  was  placed 
around  the  hatchway,  on  the  quarter  d^k,  an 
eighteen  pound  ball  carried  away  the  tail  of  his 
coatee.  Several  men  were  killed  very  near 
him,  yet  not  the  flighted  change  was  perceived 
either  in  his  countenance  or  manners.  But  no 
fooner  were  the  colors  ftruck*  than  he  burft  in* 
to  tears. 

Thomas  Terrry,  a  feaman^  had  his  leg  and 
part  of  his  thigh  carried  away  by  a  cannon  balU 
His  {hipmates,  at  the  gun  where  he  was  ftation« 


pit : — but  refufing  to  go,   he  irififted  that  his 
companions  {houid  remain  firm  at  their  gun, 
oblerving  that  he  was  now  only  an  incumbrance 
to  (hem.     The  dodor,  too,  he  faid,  had  more 
buUnefs  already  than  he  could  attend  to,  and  it 
would  therefore  be  only  a  lofs  of  time  to  carry 
hitn  below.     He  now  exhorted  his  alTociates  to 
light  the  (hip  to  the  laft  moment — while  there 
was  a  plank  of  her  afloat,   or  a  gun  that  w^ould 
'fire,-ind  afrer  {baking  hands  and  bidding  them 
a-,  afreclionate  adieu,  he  crawled  to  the  bow  of 
the  veflel,  threw  himfeif  overboard,   and  was 
drowned. 
;^     W-hen  lieutenant  John   Cowell,  had   his   leg 
fhot  off,   he  was  taken  up   to  be  carried  below. 
Bur  peremptorily  refufing  to  go,  he  gave  direc- 
tion that  he  fliould  be  placed  on  the   coamings 
of  the  hatch-Way,   where  he  continued  to  give 
his  orderSjwith  his  ufual  compofure.until  he  had 
loft  fo  much  blood,  as  ro  be  almoft  infenfible.-— 
When  prevailed  on  at  length  to  be  removed  to 
the  cock  pit,  he  iniifted  on  waiting  for  his  turn 
before  he  would  fuffer  his  wound  to  be  drefTed, 
I'his  extraordinary  heroifm  and  generoilry  were 
the  caule  of  fo  great  a  lofs  of  blood,  as  proved 
fatal  to  that  diftinguifhed  officer. 

John  Francis,  the  captain's  coxfwain,  com- 
manded  a  gun  a  mid-ftiips,  very  properly  de- 
nominated the  Jlcmghter-houfe.  Three  times,  cov- 
ered with  the  blood  and  brains  of  his  11  lughter- 
ed  companions,  did  he  ,come  to  his  commander 
to  requeft  that  more  men  might  be  ordered  to 
4ls  S^9#  ^s  tbc*whok  crew  Md  been  JkiUe4  PC 


wounded.  On  coming  a  fourth  time  with  a 
fimilar  requeft,  Francis  was  obferved  to  be  hini- 
felf  wound»d.  All  hopes  of  faving  the  Ihip 
were  now  abandoned.  It  was  even  expeded 
fhe  would  immediately  blow  up.  The  captain, 
therefore,  told  Francis  that  he  had  done  his  du- 
ty manfully,  and  his  wilh  now  was  that  he 
fcould  endeavor  to  make  his  efcape.  This  brave 
feaman  fucceeded  in  reaching  the  fhore,  and  re- 
paired immediately  to  the  Effex  Junior,  to  af*. 
lift  in  defending  hen 

George  Wim,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,,  ob- 
ferved to  lieutenant  Cowel  (when  he  law  the 
enemy  determined  on  attacking  the  Effex)  that 
to  defend  the  ihip  with  an  exp^dlation  of  faving 
her,  would  be  folly  j  but  that  he  would  willing- 
ly facriSce  Lis  life  to  convince  the  world  that 
an  American  failor  would  fight  for  his  country 
and  rights,  to  the  laft  drop  of  his  blood,  under 
whatever  circumftances  he  might  be  attacked* 
G@orge  was  found  mortally  wounded  at  his  gun 
at  the  ciofe  of  the  adion,  and  in  two  days  after- 
wards  died. 

William  Smith  and  Peter  Ripple  were  the  on* 
ly  fir vivors  of  the  crew  of  the  gun  at  which 
they  were  ftationed.  Thefe  two  brave  fellows 
were  found  working  it  at  the  clofe  of  the  ac- 
tion, Smith  perfedly  blind  from  an  exploiion 
of  powder,  and  otherwife  difmally  wounded— 
and  Ripple  alfo  wounded  f'-vereiy.  Smith  died 
two  days  after  the  adion,  and  it  was  with  great 
difilcultf  that  the  life  of  Ripple  was  faved. 

Hmy  ®i  the  crew  of  die  Etfex,  aft§if  having 


their  firft  wound?  dreiicd^  Ksturnexi  on  t!eck  to 
their  guns,  where  they  were,  in  fevc^ral  inlbnc* 
es,  killed  by  ftcond  injuries.  John  Rvfiel,  Pe- 
ter Allan,  and  Peter  Vale,  {tianien,  were  of  this 
.Dumber.  Many  of  the  crew,  after  being  mor- 
tally wounded,  ilernly  refufed  to  leave  their 
guns.  This  was  the  reafon  wh}'  the  number 
ot  killed  was  fb  nearly  equal  to  that  of  ""the 
wounded. 

Benjamin  Hazen,  a  native  of  GrotODjinlViAf- 
fachufettSj  bf.ing  wounded  in  the  aclionjremain- 
td  on  deck  until  the  colors  were  {truck.  He 
if>^ned  others  in  the  requefb  that  the  flag  might 
be  .hauled  down,  to  fave  the  lives  of  his  com- 
panions in  the  cock-pit.  But  as  fcon  as  the 
Ihip  wa^  given  up,  he  b:^dean  afte^lionate  adieu 
to  his  (hipinaues,  faid  he  had  determined  never 
to  furvive  the  furrender  of  the  Efles,  jumped 
overboard,  and  was  drowned. 

when  the  wounded  f^amen  below  found  that 
the  fhip  was  no  longer  defenlible^  they  requeft.. 
ed  that  (he  might  be  blown  up,  to  prevent  her 
from  falling  iato  the  hands  of  (he  enemy.  Or- 
ders^  to  this  effecl  were  given  by  captain  Porter, 
but  countermanded  again  on  finding  the  wound* 
ed  in  the  cock-pit  to  be  fo  numerous  that  they 
could  not  be  removed  in  time  to  prevent  thcic 
fahing  a  facrifice  to  the  fiames. 

The  great  diftance  at  which  the  enemy  kept, 
and  n\e  utter  impoilibility  of  elofing  with  him, 
did  not  enable  one  man  more  than  another,  to 
ditiinguifh  hlmfelf  by  perfonal  courage.  All 
feowed  themfclve^,  however,  cool,  detennined^ 


and  perfevv*ring.    None  left  tli^^r  qaart^fs  titt«  ' 
tii  they  were  cotripletely   difabkd.      i  lu  y   i'aw 
their  mangled  (hvpmatp?s  fall  around  them,  and 
fiepped  i;    theinfelves  with  tlie  gre;iteft  alacrity  ■ 
to  fill  their  places. 

All  the  oflicers,  as  the  men  they  commanded 
fell  at  their  guns,  im^mediately  gave  afliilance 
theirielves  in  working' them,"  until  their  places 
could  be  filled  by  frejfe  hands. 

Lieutenants  Wilmer,  M*Krjight,  Odenheim- 
cr,  and  others  particularly  difiinguifhed  them* 
felves  in  this  way.  The  conduct  of  captain 
Downes  in  pulling  twice  through  the  midil  of 
the  enemy N  fire^  deferves  the  higheil  eulogium- 
too  much  caimot  be  fliid  in  his  praife. 

Lieutenanf  Burrows,  of  the  marines  of  the 
Phoebe,  on  coming  on  board  the  EiT  x  and  fee- 
ing the  dreadful  flaughter  of  her  crew,  (twen- 
ty-one dead  men  lying  in  one  pile  on  the  gua 
deck,)  and  her  deck  covered  with  the  blood 
and  brains  of  thofe  who  had  fallen,  fainted  wi-th 
horror  at -the  fight.  Nor  was  captain  Hilly  ar 
himfelf,  on  vifiting  the  fnip,  much  iefs  aS-dled 
by  the  fcene  of  h^voc— -a  fcene  furpafiing  every 
thing  he  had  previoufly  witneiled. 

There  is,  in  a  courageous  devotion  to  duty 
and  a  heroic  contempt  of  death,  fomethirg 
that,  in  everj'  portion  of  the  globe,  whether 
favage  or  civilized,  irrefiftibly  av»'akens  the  no- 
bleft  fentiments  cf  the  foul,  and  engages  in  its 
belialf  the  fined  afFctlions  of  the  human  heart. 
1  his  isj  perhap.^,  more  efpecially  the  cafe,  in  re- 
la  lion  to  the  effeds  which  the  n.;miicftiUion  of 
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t\i^f^  q^alitie?  fo  iiniformlf  proclwces  tn  t!i1& 
minds  ot  fen)ales.  Bravery,  in  every  Ihap?, 
and  under  the  deepeft  and  darktfl  Ihadea  of 
Tnisforcune,  never  taib  to  receive  its  £Mace  and 
reward  in  the  admiration  of  the  fair  I  his 
trujth  was  man  if  eft  ed  in  its  full  extent  in  the 
caf?»  of  our  unforiunate  countrymen  in  Valpa- 
raiib.  The  ladies  of  that  piac«*  vi^en^  bulily  oc- 
cupied in  fcraping  lint  and  providing  oth*r  ne- 
C4*flaries  for  our  wounded,  the  whole  time  the 
crew  of  the  ElTex  remainc^d  there  after  the  ac- 
tion, which  was  nearly  a  month.  They  vifited 
the  difabled  feamen  at  the  hofpital,  inquired  in- 
to their  wants,  and  cooked  little  meffes  for 
them  at  their  houfes,  fo  deeply  were  they  im- 
pr  efTed  with  adniiration  of  their  courage. 

The  cafe  of  lieutenant  Cowell  excited  in  Val- 
paralfo  the  livelieft  inter  eft.  The  whole  city 
moft  feelingly  and  deeply  fympathized  in  his 
fufferings  and  lamented  his  fate. 

When  that  brave  young  officer  died,  captain 
Porter  was  abfent  on  bulinefs  at  St.  Jago,  the 
capital  of  Chili.  This,  however,  detradfed  no- 
thing  frotn  the  fplendor  of  his  funeral.  His  he- 
roifm  had  made  every  one  his  friend  &  mourn- 
er. He  was  buried  with  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
honors,  both  military  and  civil,  that  the  place 
could  afford.  All  the  American  and  Britifh  of- 
ficers, the  crews  of  the  EfTex  and  ElTcix  Junior, 
of  the  Phoebe  and  Cherub,  and  of  every  other 
vefTel  in  port,  joined  to  fwell  the  funeral  procef* 
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